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History of forestry education on university level in Prague: 
 
 

• First Encyclopaedic lectures included in curricula at the Chair of 
Agriculture at the Prague University in 1789 

• Regular forestry lectures started at the Polytechnic University in 
1848  

• The Independent Branch of Master’s Studies in Forestry established 
at the Polytechnic University in 1919 – the 1st in the Czechoslovak 
Republic 

• Faculty of Forestry transformed into the Scientific Forest Institute, 
later to the Institute of Applied Ecology and Ecotechnology in 
Kostelec nad Černými lesy in 1964 

• Faculty of Forestry was fully restored in 1990 

• Present situation: 9 departments, total number of students about 
1,800, total number of permanent staff about  90 
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The Dean 
 

4 Vice-deans for: 

• Pedagogical matters  

• Research and scientific matters including doctoral study 
programmes 

• International relations and activities  

• Development 

 

 



9 Departments 
 

  The Department of Silviculture 

  The Department of Dendrology and Forest Tree Breeding  

  The Department of Forest Management 

  The Department of Forest Protection and Entomology  

  The Department of Forest Harvesting 

  The Department of Forestry Economics and Management 

  The Department of Game Management and Wildlife Biology 

  The Department of Wood processing 

  The Department of Wood Products and Wood Constructions 
   + 
 Tree Breeding Station and Arboretum 

 



 
Basic elements of the education strategy 

Students 

Teachers 

Graduates 



         Students             Teachers Interactions 

Study programme 

Graduates 

Educational process 



Students 
 

Main problems 
 Relatively low quality of students who  

starts their study at the faculty 

 High drop-out rates including state  

final examinations 

 

 

Long-term vision 

 To study the FLD are recruited talented and motivated students who 
have the prerequisites for study at university. Failure rate study is 
therefore significantly lower than at present. 

 



Teachers 
 

Main problems 
 
 The importance of teaching in recent years,  

seemingly reduced, especially with regard to 
the increased demands for scientific research activities 
  
 The quality of teaching is not in many cases to  

a satisfactory level and not corresponds to higher education  

 

 

Long-term vision 

 High quality teachers, as well as top experts able to 
scientifically develop and guarantee individual disciplines are 
working on the FFWS.  



Graduates 
 

Main problems 
 
 Graduates are still able to find job relatively  

easy, but there's no overview of what companies  
and positions to aply.  
 

 We don’t know if they obtained education fully provided the necessary 
knowledge, competences and skills for their application in practice. 
  

 Dialog between employers and faculty and between graduates and 
faculty is not sufficient. 
  

Long-term vision 

 Graduates of the FFWS are highly educated and competitive experts 
which easily find good jobs. Connection, communication and 
cooperation between graduates and the faculty is on high level. 

 Unemployment rate of our graduates is low.  



Attractive study at the FFWS – prerequisite 
for achieving the objectives 

     
- Promotion of the faculty and their fields of study (p.r.) 
 
- Optimal and balanced structure of study programs    
  and fields of study 
 
- Favorable conditions and environment  
  for study (optimal condition for learning) 
 
     - High quality teachers and teaching incl. evaluation 
      -  Education also outside regular teaching 
         (workshop, cooperation with other faculties and   
         Universities)  
      -  Interationalization (summer school, international  
         courses, seminars etc.) 
      - Attractive condition for study 
      - Motivation programmes 
      - Supporting of free time activities of students  
         (competition, cultural, art and sport activities and   
         events).  
 
 
 



Promotion of Forestry for example through Forest 
Pedagogy, YPEF, public relations etc.  

Targeting the smallest…  



Actual structure  of the study programmes in FFWS 
 Type Programme Study Specialisation Duration 

Master Forest Engineering Forest Engineering 2 
Master Forest Engineering (in English) 2 
Master Forestry, Water and Landscape 

Management (in English) 
2 

Master Tropical Forestry and Agroforestry (in 
English) 

2 

Master Wood Engineering Wood engineering 2 

Bachelor Forestry Forestry - general 3 

Bachelor Economics and Administration 
Services in Forestry 

3 

Bachelor Hunting and Wildlife Management 3 

Bachelor Forestry (in English) 3 

Bachelor Game management (in English) 3 
Bachelor  Wood Technology Wood Technology 3 

Business in the wood processing and 
furniture industry 

3 



Internationalization of the study 
Summer schools, Internationals courses,  

DD programmes …. 

       Irkutsk 2013 







Students cooperate in Tasmania 



International course in forestry modelling 



Workshops and cooperation with other universities in Prague 
 





Photo Competition for students and teachers 











The shooting competition for the Cup of Dean FFWS 



Motivation tools for talented and highly motivated 
students 

 
 
 scholarship for excellent candidates (based on study results in   
    secondary schools) 

 scholarship for students with very good study results 

 special scholarship for excellent foreign students 

 scholarship program for young scientists (students) 
 



Field headquarters in Kostelec nad Černými lesy includes: 
 Departments 
 Tree breeding station, Arboretum 
 University Forest Enterprise 

Attractive condition for study also outside from university                       
                                           campus in Prague 



Truba research station and Arboretum in Kostelec n. Č. l. 

Established 1954  
 
• Founded and managed in a natural park    
   style 
• Planting based on ecologic and aesthetic  
   points of view  
• Wooden plants – trees, shrubs, half-shrubs  
   and wooden climbers, originated in five  
   continents 
•The original surface 4 ha, at present 12,38 ha. 
 
 
 



Evaluation of the education activities – by teachers and students  



Board for cooperation with the practice 
 

 
 Optimization structure of study programmes 

 
 Feedback, strengths and weaknesses of graduates 

 
 Positive impact on employment of graduates 
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