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Background

» The subdivision of higher education (HE) into B.Sc. and M.Sc. opened the
door for a new dimension of students mobility. Various opportunities are
provided to supplement education and to gain more specific qualifications.

* In most cases, Bachelor curricula were not established as an own
independent HE category but derived from the former “Diploma”.

e Such B.Sc. curricula tend to suffer from compression and corresponding
regimentation. The chances to set individual priorities are strictly limited.

e Students risk an involuntary prolongation of their studies in case they
want to spent a term abroad and thus to follow the EU recommendations.
The “ERASMUS Programme” tries to bridge problems in the recognition
of external course achievements but this does not help the “free movers”.




2 Guidelines

Recognition standard in Europe is the ,Lisbon Recognition Convention*
(1997, in force starting Feb. 1999), officially the “Convention on the
Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European
Region” (coop. of EU and UNESCO):

* The possibility for students to study abroad has been recognised as an
essential element of European integration.

* “Foreign qualifications shall be recognised unless there is a substantial
difference between the foreign qualification for which recognition is sought

and the corresponding qualification of the host country”.
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Guidelines (cont.)

Major topics of the “Leitfaden (44 p.):

The Lisbon Rec. Conv. is the recognition norm.

Student mobility is greatly acknowledged (e.g. cultural benefits,
international relations).

Recognition of course achievements does not require a one-to-one
congruency.

Important are benefits for the continuation of the respective curriculum
and a flexible configuration.

Recognition is formally established, information and support is assured.

There are central contact points which facilitate recognition procedures for
students.

“Learning Agreements” and “Mobility Windows” help to realise recognition.

Quality management of curricula is a significant element of both, the home
university and the hosting university abroad.




http://www.eurorecognition.eu/manual/ear_manual_v_1.0.pdf Guidelines (cont )

http://www.ehea.info/Uploads/%281%29/2012%20EHEA%20Mobility%20Strategy. pdf

— [ JE— ey =
Bow . L - — m———
eurorecognition.eu/manual/ear_manual_v_1.0.pdf c gv Google 2 B L www.eurorecognition.eu/manual/ear_manual_v_1.0.pdf c EV Google Pl ¥
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Mll... meincengstar D2 MeinDSL.. & Prof. Dr. Gerhard Mall. meincongstar
4+ 3} Seite
aas (1
European Area of Recognition Manual Table of Contents I
The EAR consortium.. 3 L
Table of Cantents wu. 3
Acknowledzements.... 5
Forewordwa. 7
Introduction ... g
(Jan ' 2012) 1. Schematic outline of the recornmended procedure for the assessment of foreign qualifications wasewsues. 10
2. Transparency and Information Provision 17
3. Accreditation and CQuality Assurance {status of the institution) 21
4. Authenticity..e. 25
5. Purposeof Recognition 30
. . . . s . . . il | d otherirf i =3 -
Practical guidelines for fair recognition of qualifications o o oma S_Upp ement (and other irforrmation tool) i
7. Qualifications Framewark 35
8. Credits, grades, credit accurmulation and credit transfer 33
Guidelines concerning strategies, e.d.: > Learming Cutcormes o
. 10. Substantial Differences 45
MObIlIty Strategy 2020 for the European 11. Alternative recognition and the right to appeal ....... 43
Higher Education Area (EHEA): 12, Refugee 52
“ln the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve 13. MNon-Traditional Learning 35
. . St Topic — Aexbile Leaming Poths 57
Communique, we have formulated a mobility Stbtopic — RECOQOIION of PACY LECHING (RPL) e 59
H Sub topic -0 Dist i ing 6l
target that in 2020, at least 20% of those uh topic - Open/ Distan ce fearmin
X X 14, Transnational education a3
gl'adua'[lng N the EHEA ShOUId have had a 15. Qualifications awarded by joint programme 66
StUdy or training periOd abroad 16. MNon-Recognised but Legitimate Institutions.. 69
L. ) ’ 17. Diploma and Accreditation Mill 72
(EU M|n|Ster|a| Conf- BUChareSt 2012, |) 13, Owerview of publications and recommendations used in the manual ......... 74
19, Glossary 76
20. Index ... B3
oG
i [Tl 3




Guidelines (cont.)

Milestones for the students

« Specified obligations of the universities (home and abroad); e.g. they
carry the burden of the proof in case they intend to reject the recognition
of external course achievements.

* Rights of the students, e.g. to enter an objection against a decision of the
university.

« Obligations of the students, e.g. via verification of course achievements
by means of an authorised transcript of records.

 To do list before, during and after the stay abroad:

- Before: Learning Agreement, check on the transfer system of grades.
- During: Deviations need to be communicated to the home university.
- After: Claim for recognition of course achievements from abroad.
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3 Cases and options for improvement

TUM

« PROMOS: Programme for improvement of the mobility of home students
(financial support of internships and B.Sc./M.Sc. theses).

« TUMexchange: study related exchange with currently 25 countries.
Assistance by the “International Office”.

« ERASMUS

Forest Science (Studienfakultat Forstwiss. und Ressourcenmanagement)

Team for foreign relations: Martin Dollerer & Thomas Schneider

- Average number of students per year (2011, 2012; B.Sc. and M.Sc.(!)):
ERASMUS + FREE MOVERS: Qut: 1+ 25 In:9+1

- The most frequent universities (several years):

Out: ERASMUS: (free movers are registered central for TUM)
Univ. of Uppsala, Joensuu, Madrid, Padua.
In:  Univ. of Prague, Lausanne (ERASMUS),

from Japan (TUMexchange) and Brasil (TUM/Wiss. ohne Grenzen).



i) Studienfakultat
t,"j Forstwissenschaft &
L Ressourcenmanagement Technische Universitdat Miinchen

TUM study programs

Sustainable Management
of Environment and Ressources (German/English)

Undergraduate Program, 3 years

Forest and Sustainable
Wood Science Resource Management
(German) (English)
Graduate Program, 2 years Graduate Program, 2 years

Forest Science and Resource Management

(German)

Undergraduate Program, 3 years



Reduction of courses during the 6th term

Bachelor of Science in Forstwissenschaft und Ressourcenmanagement

1 Semester = 30 Credits (CP)

658 Praktikum Bachelor's Thesis Projekt
(10 CP) (10CP) (5 CP)
_ ~ - Forstbetriebliche
Forstplanung Forst un_d_ Landa_achafts Flohs_tc:fﬁm_arkte und Informatik und
S5Ws Urmweltpolitik entwicklung Qualitatssicherung : -
(5 GF) 50 pa p wissenschaftliche
> Ch) (® G (5 CF) Methoden (5 CP)
Forstliche Straf-, Zivil- und Technologie und
485 Waldstandorte Verfahrenstechnik und Gﬁentl; ches Recht Waldbau Verwertungslinien von Waldschutz
(5 CP) Logistik 5 CP) 5 CP) sonstigen biogenen (5 CP)
(> CP) Rohstoffen (5 CP)
- : Technologie und
Matidiche Ressourcen: Ergonomie und ; Wald, Wachstum = ~ )
IWS Boden und Vegetation Arbeitsrecht Forstliche BWL und Umwelt Verwertungslinien von Tierdkologie
(5 CP) Holz (5 CP)
(5CP) (5 GP) (5CP) 5.CP)

Wahlpflicht (4 5 CP):




Cases and options for improvement (cont.)

« Obligatory ,Learning Agreements“(open for changes) reduce the risk of
non-recognition; consultation of students and monitoring afterwards;
contact with docents; ERASMUS procedure also for ,free movers*.

 The ,Transcript of Record” need to be intergrated in the final certificate
of the home university, either by replacing local course achievements or
by listing subjects and grades from abroad as external contribution.

 The time table for examinations could be coordinated with the schedules
of the university abroad (TUM: 6th term of the B.Sc. curriculum).

« Examination boards should stop too restrictive recogniton practices.

 Agreements between universities (at least consultations) could promote
student mobility but are still lacking. Starting with the few mostly elected
universities abroad, such agreements will better implement the “Lisbon
Recognition Convention”.




4 Conclusions

* To live in a foreign country and to contact people from various
countries surely is a highly valuable experience. — IESA!

* Prior to the “Bologna Process”, the “Lisbon Recognition Convention”
has pushed the doors wide open for student mobility.

* The subdivision in B.Sc. and M.Sc. curricula offered a new dimension
of mobility, but within the B.Sc. curricula, it became restricted and is
now counteracting EU mobility targets.

« ERASMUS can compensate losses of flexibility but FREE MOVERS do
not yet benefit from corresponding improvement.

* Instead establishing a two-class-mobility, it is necessary to

- Improve “Learning Agreements”,
- Integrate “Transcript of Records”,
- start inter-university cooperation, bi- to multilateral.

Thanks for your attention ...
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